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NOTES AND TRADITIONS

CONCERNING

THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

Tue first Spalding, of the name, from Spalda Dates and
in Flanders, came to England at the time of oo
the Norman Conquest: possibly in the train of
Mathilda of Flanders, wife of William I. He
received a grant of lands at Berwick-on-Tweed.
According to an old tradition a Spalding took Dorst’s
part in a crusade under Richard Cceur de Lion, 4de.
and there was made noble.

In 1225 Radulpus de Spalding is a witness to
a deed relating to the Mill of Caterline.

“In the wall of the churchyard of Caterline is Letter from
a fragment of an old armorial, which I believe to ?;fsr;xol%e.rg.
be a Spalding one. ... Near Caterline is yet
to-day a place called Spalding’s Stables (in the
adjoining parish of Fern) and Spalding’s Loan on

the road between Shandford and Balquhara.”
A
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2 THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

In 1292 Sir Osbert de Spaldingtone was ap-
pointed Justice in Scotland.

In 1296 the same Sir Osbert was appointed
Sheriff of Berwick-on-Tweed.

In 1290 Osbert de Spaldington was detained
in Scotland twenty-two days hearing complaints
in the Courts there, and received for his work
£1, 18s. 1d.

In 1296 Edward [ ordered Osbert de Spalding-
ton to have in readiness in the East Coast of Eng-
land, from Tyne to Tweed, a fleet of 100 vessels,
well-manned, and ready to co-operate with his
land forces.

Symon de Spalding, parson of the church of
Ochiltree, in Ayrshire, payed homage to King
Edward [ of England, at Berwick-on-Tweed. His
brother, John Spalding, was rector of Ochiltree,
Ayrshire.

Sir John de Spalding was canon of the Cathedral
Church of Elgin.

Richard Spalding named *“Esq™” at Berwick.
Peter de Spalding mentioned as * Esquire among

the men at arms.”

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 3

“ Among scions of notable families who held
leases from the Abbey were members of the house
of Spalding.”

Register of
Coupar Abbey,
vol. ii, 24~25.

In The Chronicles of England, Scotlande, and Holinshed's

Ireland, by Raphael Holinshed, London, 1 577.
First edition, vol. i. page 321, line 26, — year
1325. ’

“ After this, Thomas Randol, Earle of Murrey

- the second day of Aprill recovered the towne of

Berwicke out of the Englishe men’s handes, whiche
they had held for the space of twentye years before.
It was taken now by practise, through means of
or.1e Spaldeyn, who for his labour had certain landes
given him in Angus, which his posteritie enioyeth
unto these dayes.”

In the second edition of Holinshed, London
1587, vol. ii. page 221, line 73, and page 222 anci
following, the name is spelled ““ Spaldein” and the
date is given as 1318, the year of the birth of

Robert Stewart, son of Marjorie Bruce and Walter
Steward.

Chronicle,
1318.

6 M
King Robert the Bruce determined to proceed Tyter's

wn . . z
ith the siege of Berwick, a town which, as the hcdd

Key to England, was fortified in the strongest

vol. i, p. 133.
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manner. Fortunately for the Scots, King Edward
had committed its defence to a Governor whose
severity, and strict adherence to discipline, had dis-
gusted some of the Burgesses: and one of these,
named Spalding, who had married a Scotch-
woman, was seduced from his allegiance. He
determined, on the night when it was his turn to
take his part in the watch rounds, to assist the
enemy in an escalade. This intelligence he com-
municated to the Marshall and he carried the
news direct to Bruce himself, who was not slow
in taking advantage of it. Douglas and Randolph,
along with March, were commanded to assemble
with a chosen body of men at Dun’s Park in the
evening, and at night, having left their horses at
the rendezvous, marched to Berwick, and by the
assistance of Spalding, fixed their ladders, scaled
the walls, and took the Town.”

The Border From The Border History of England and Scot-

History of . Lind &c., by the late George Ridpath, Minister

England and

i‘i‘é’é‘i’{ﬁ,’ of Stitchill, revised and published by the author’s

London, 1776, brother, Philip Ridpath, Minister of Hutton,

pp- 257, 99-
London, 1776.
«Ig the following March, 1318, 2 commission

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 5

from the King of England was given to eight
persons, at the head of whom were the Archbishop

- of York, and Gilbert de Umphraville, Earl of

Angus, to enter into a treaty with Commissioners
from the King of Scotland, for confirming the
truth ordained by the authority of the Pope and
the Apostolic See. It is affirmed in the Papal
Bull of excommunication afterwards emitted against

" Robert Brus, and in the letters of the King of

England to the Pope, that this appointment of
Commissioners was made at the request of Robert
Brus, and that the place agreed on for this meeting
was .Berwick, circumstances by which Robert’s
er-lemxes sought to support their charge against
him of treachery, as well as the most flagrant
con.tempt of the Papal authority manifested in his
?akmg Berwick not many days after the commission
just mentioned was given.”

(Note that the Pope’s Bull affirms that the place sgs
was taken the more easy by reason of its being gtr?gz}%xgl:
treacherously assaulted at a time when the Kin S
could not suspect that it was in the least hazardg
The same Bull says that the Scots committed a;
great and cruel slaughter both on the King’s gar-
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rison and the inhabitants, and Edward, in his
letter to the Pope and Cardinals in 1325, still insists
that the Scots treacherously seized Berwick at a
time when he, in obedience to the Holy Father, was
strictly keeping the truce enjoined on him.)

The English writers relate that Berwick was
betrayed to Robert Brus by the governor, Peter
Spalding, for a sum of money. But Barbour, the
rhyming historian of Brus’s achievements, relates
the event in a different manner.

(Note, Barbour says that all Scotland was then
subject to Robert Brus, from the Red Swyre to
Orkney, except Berwick.

« Fra the Red Swyre unto Orkney
Was nought of Scotland fra his fay
Out-taken Berwick, it alone.”)

According to his (Barbour’s) account, Peter
Spalding, a burgess of Berwick, who was married
to a cousin of Sir Robert Keith, Marshall of Scot-
Jand, entertaining a violent resentment against the
governor of the town for the malignity and cruelty
he showed to all Scotchmen, formed a project of
betraying the place to the Scots. With this view
he proposed to the Marshall that, on a night when
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it was his (Spalding’s) turn to keep watch on the
wall adjacent to Cowgate, a sufficient body of Scots
should enter it on that quarter by means of scaling
ladders. The Marshall, having informed the King
of the proposal, measures were concerted for carry-
ing it into execution ; and the chief captains, Ran-
dolph and Douglas, were ordered, with sufficient

bodies of their followers, to repair on the evening

prefixed to a place called Dunce Park where the
Marshall and his men joined them. (Note, the
Marshall’'s men were the best of Lothian, of which

county he was sheriff.) Having left their horses

a considerable distance from the town, they ad-

vanced to the appointed place of the walls, and

entered the town unperceived by any but their

friend Spalding, who conducted them to a place

where they remained concealed till daylight. The

lust of booty made many of the Scots scatter

through the town, and too much weakened the

force that remained with their leaders, which occa-

sioned sharp conflicts with some parties of the

garrison that were able to unite: but the assailants

at last everywhere prevailed and were completely

masters of the town about noon.
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In reward for this service we find, in 7/e His-

C. Fergusson. o7y of the Carnegies, Earls of Southesk, page 482,

that Spalding received from King Robert the Bruce,
on 1st May 1319, in exchange for his lands and
tenements at Berwick, the lands of Ballourthy and
Petmethy in Forfarshire, together with the Keeper-
ship of the Royal Forest of Kilgerry.

Charter of King Robert Bruce to Peter Spalding of
the lands of Ballowthy and Petmethy, witk
office of Keeper of the King's forest of Kil-
gherry. 15t May, 1319.

« Robertus Dei Gratia Rex Scotorum omnibus
probis hominibus toe instenae suae salutem : sciatis
non dedisse, concessisse et hac presenti carta nostra
confirmasse Petro de Spalding, dilecto et fideli
nostro pro homagio et revoicio, suo, in escambuim
omnium terrarum, tenementorum et reddituum in
burgo Berwici super Twedum per nos alias sidem
concessorum, omnes terras de Ballourthy et Pet-
methy cum pertinenciis in vicicomitatis de Forfare,
una cum custodia forestiae nostrae de Kilgerry et
foggaggio ejusdem salvis nobis et haredibus nostris
veridi et venatione ita quod dicta forestra nostra
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bene custodiatur, et quod non habeatur supra rea-

* liqui cursores nisi justiciarii nostri tantum ; tenedas

et habendas dictas terras una camcustodia dictae
forestae nostrae de Kylgerry et forragio ejusdem
ut pudictum est eidem Petro et herendibus suis de
nobis heridibus nostris in feodo et hereditate, per
omnes rectas metas et divisas dictarum terrum cum-
pertinenciis, libre quiete, plenarie et honorifice, cum
bondis earundem terrarum et omnibus aliis liber-

. . tatibus commoditatibus, aisiamentis, et pertinenciis

sius: Faciendo inde nobis et heredibus nostris
pudictus terris cum pertinenciis debitum et con-
suetum. In cujus rei testimonium presenti castae
nostrae sigillum; nostrum precipimus appororis
testibus Bernodo, abbate de Aberbrothoe, cancel-
lario nostris Scociae, Thoma Ranulphi, comite mo-
raviae et dominus Manniae et Vallis tunandiae
nepote nostro Rarissimo, Jacobodomino de Douglas,
Alexandro Fraser, Gilberto de Haid, cometatalario
nostro, et Roberto de Keth, mareschallo nostro
militibus, apud Aberbrothoeprimo die Mayi anno
regni nostro quarto decimo.”
King Robert Bruce gave Peter de Spalding, after s

the taking of Berwick, a flag with a gate upon it ¢

ketches of

Strathardle,

. Fergusson,
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having a portcullis half raised, and the motto
« Nobile Servitium,” together with the estates in
Forfarshire.

This was their first footing in the North. Har-
dynge, in his Chronicle, page 308, tells us “that
Spalding, after betraying the town, went into Scot-
land, and was afterward slain by the Scots.” His
name was Peter de Spalding, and I do not find
any other mention of his “ being slain by the
Scots,” though it is exceedingly likely, as most of
his race died a violent death. In 1397 his son was
slain by Sir Alexander Moray of Abercairney, who,
as we read in the Scottish Nation, vol. ii. page 205,
« had the misfortune to be concerned in the slaughter
of one Spalding, and was obliged to plead the
privilege of Clan Macduff, as being within the
ninth degree of consanguinity to the noble family
of Fife, and the privilege was granted to him.”

Law of Clan Macduf.

«When the revolution was accomplished, in
which Macbeth was dethroned and slain, Malcolm,
sensible of the high services of the Thane of Fife,

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 11

is said, by our historians, to have promised to
grant him the first three requests he should make.
Maéduff accordingly demanded, and obtained, first,
that he and his successors, Lords of Fife, should
place the crown on the King’s head at his corona-
tion ; secondly, that they should lead the vanguard

-of the army, whenever the royal banner was dis-

played, and lastly, this privilege of clan Macduff,
whereby any person, being related to Macduff
within the ninth degree, and having committed
homicide ih chaude melle (without premeditation)
should, upon flying to Macduff’s Cross, and paying
a certain fine, obtain remission of their guilt. . . .
The reader is presented with an old document, in
which the law of clan Macduff is pleaded on behalf
of one of the ancestors of Moray of Abercairney ;
transcribed from an original deed, in the hands of
the late Mr. Cuming, of the Herald Office, Edin-
burgh, by Messrs. Brown & Gibb, librarians to the
Faculty of Advocates. The blanks are occasioned
by some parts of the deed having been obliterated.
“[n nomine domini, amen. Per presens publicum
instrumentum cunctis pateat evidenter quod anno

ejusdem domini mo.cco. nonagesimo primo, indic-
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tione quinta decima Pontificatus sanctissimi in
Christo Patris, ac domini nostri Clementis divina
providentia Pape septimi anno quarto decimo,
mensis Decembris die septimo. In mei notarii
publici et testium subscriptorum presentia per-
sonaliter constitutus nobilis et potens vir Dominus
Alexander de Moravia, miles, cum prolocutoribus
suis, Domino Bernardo de Howden, milite, et
Johanne de Logie, vocatus per rotulos indicta-
mentorum super interfectione Willielmz de Spalden
coram Justiciariis; viz. Johanne de Drummond
milite, Mauricio de Drummond. Filium Willielmi
in judicio sedentibus apud Foulis et potestatus erat,
quod ex quo semel pro interfectione dicti hominis
antea fuit per indictamentum . . . judicio vocatus
et replegiatus ad legem de clan Macduff, per
Dominum Robertum Comitem de Fyfe non tene-
batur coram quocunque alio . . . de dicta interfec-
tione judiciari, quousque dicta lex de clan Macduff
suo intermerata privilegio de ipso ut preedicitur
ad ipsam legem . . . atto. Petens ipsum legaliter
deliberari, et per ipsos vel corum indictamentis sic
indebite ulterius non vexari. Quiquidem judicis

_nolle dictum Dominum Alexandrum deli-
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berarie si ipsum bene vellent respectuare eousque
quod dominus de Brochepen justiciarius capitalis
. . . dicta actione ordinaverunt . . . quod sibi et
suo concilio expedientius videretur, quiquidem
Dominus Alexander et sui prolocutores eorum
petitione et prestatione et predictorum judicum
responsione, petierunt a me notario publico infra
scripto preesentium . . . acta fuerent hezc apud
Foulis, in itinere justiciario ibidem tento anno
mense die et pontificatu prescriptis per nobilibus
et discretis viris Dominus Mauricio Archidiacono
Dumblan, Willielmo de Grame, Vinfrido de
Cunyngham, David de . . . Militibus, Moritio de
Drummond, Waltero de Drummond, Walter de
Moravia, Scutiferis, testibus ad preemissa wvocatis
specialiter et rogatis. :

“Et ego Johannes Symonis Clericus Dunkel-
densis publicus imperial. notarius preedicti Domini
Alexandri comparatione ipsius petitione et pro-
testatione desuper justiciariorum responsione omni-
busque aliis et singulis dum sic ut priusquam . . .
et agerentur una cum pronominatis testibus presens
interfui eaque sic fieri vidi . . . et in hanc formam
publicam, redigi manuque mea propria scripsi
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requisitus et roga . . . om omnium premissorum

siguo meo consueto signavi.”

Richard de Spalding was collector of the royal
Customs of Dundee in 1342. He was appointed
receiver of the King's revenues from 1372-
1379

Richard de Spalding had a charter of confirma-
tion (which means that the original charter had
been granted long before) from Prince David, the
unfortunate Duke of Rothesay, eldest son of King
Robert III of the lands of Lumblathen and
Craigaw in Fifeshire.

William Spalding is mentioned in the Burgh
record of Aberdeen in 1398, and Patrick Spalding
was Dean of Aberdeen soon afterwards.

In 1400 King Robert III gave James Spalding
a charter of the lands of Fermell and Fornachty
in Forfarshire.

In 1456 David Spalding sat in the Parliament
of Scotland for the Burgh of Dundee; he was
collector of Dundee, 1426-1454, and made a
pilgrimage to Rome, 1453.

From 1460-1469 David Spalding was one of

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 15

the custumars of Dundee, and rendered accounts Exchequer
of the revenue thereof to the King’s Exchequer. ol

The King, James I1I, confirms a charter granted 1471-1477.
by David Spalding, burgess of Dundee, and Isa- g{i%gi.sgg.
bella, his spouse, to the monastery of Lundores,
of their land in the market-gate of Dundee, and
an annual rent of thirty shillings out of a toft of
the Abbot of Aberbrothok, lying between the
vennel called Spalding’'s Wynd, and the land of
the late Thomas Leis. Dated at Dundee, July 6,

1471. Confirmed, February 22, 1476-1477.

John Spalding, Dean of Brechin, 1456-1484 Spatdingsin
possessed Craigaw., The King, James III, calls Germany.
him his ¢ Councillor, Confessor, and Master of
his Chapel” when asking the Pope to make him
Bishop of Dunkeld.

Coupar Abbey granted part of lands of Kirk 6.
Glenisla to Alexander Spalding of Petrago in 1467.

Alexander Spalding of Auchinarry, in Forfar-
shire, is named in the rental book as receiving
in lease the Kirk of Glenisla, 1467. He died 1471.

In 1499 Thomas Spalding was Provost of 140.
Dundee.

‘“In the Rent Roll of Coupar Abbey, 1467-1560, C. Fergusson.
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I find that, from the above tacks in 1467 to the
Reformation, when the abbey was demolished, the
Abbots let lands to about forty different Spaldings
about Coupar, Glenisla, Strathardle, &c. All these
must have been men of substance and good means,
as the rules given in The Register of Cupar Abbey,
2 vols., are exceedingly strict as to choosing only
first-class tenants.”

In the family tree of the Smalls of Dirnanean, it
is recorded that, in 1530, Small of Dirnanean was
married to Annabel, lawful daughter of Spalding
of Ashintully. His name is believed to have been
Andrew Spalding.

The first mention of the estate of Ashintully in
any deed is believed to be the following :—

«“A Lien at the instance of George Wishart,
nearest and lawful heir to the deceased George
Wishart, brother german of the deceased John
Wishart of that Ilk, against James Lindsay and
Andrew Spalding of Ashintully for registration of
a bond by the said Andrew Spalding of Ashintullie
to the pursuer for 300 merks secured in an annual
rent out of his lands of Assindallie dated 22. V.
1572, cautioners to which were the said James

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 17

Lindsay and James Spalding, burgesses of Dundee,
and John Spalding of Drumilun.” '

William Spalding sat in Parliament for the burgh 1543.

of Dundee, and in 1584 represented Forfar. 1584.
The Strathardle and Glenshee Fergusons, with 1s6s.
Sketches of

Spalding of Ashintully, and Rattray of Dalrulzion, Strathardi,
became so lawless and powerful that though the » Fergusson.
Queen had given the Earl of Athole the commission

. to be chief judge of Strathardle, yet even that

powerful nobleman was quite powerless to quell
them and restore order with his own followers, so
Queen Mary had to issue a proclamation to the
Sheriffs of Perth and Forfar, Strathearn and Men- zecords o
teith, to raise all men within their bounds between tcﬁ:uf::zl;/y
the ages of sixteen and sixty, “ to be reddy to pass ol 3
with the Earl of Athole to suppress the mony
hershippis, slaughteris, and depredationis committit
in Athole and Strathardle.”

This was a year of war and want in Strathardle, 1s6.

bad harvest, very severe winter and spring, and

great war between the Earls of Athole and Argyle.

The Strathardle men, being very bitter against C. Fergusson,

. . - Sb h
Argyle, joined Athole in great force, and so fierce St:;[fhfr%e,

. Part IV.
did the war rage that the Regent Morton had to e
B
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issue an order to stop hostilities.—Privy Counctl
Records, Appendix, vol. ii. p. 533.

From the almost continual wars, raids, forays,
and slaughter, which we have seen taking place in
Strathardle for many years back, we would have
thought that the Strathardle men would have had
enough fighting ; but no, their martial spirit was so
strong that, not content with all the hard fighting
at home in Scotland, they must needs go abroad
for more. So we find in this year Captain David
Spalding of Ashintully raising a body of Strathardle
Highlanders to go to Flanders to fight for the King
of Spain, who had granted a colonel's commission
to the chief of the Spaldings on condition that he
recruited a regiment amongst his clan and country-
men, “ certane cumpanyis of futemen,” and he was
to choose his own officers. Spalding had to apply
to the Regent Lennox and the Privy Council for a
licence to raise these men for foreign service. It
was granted, and the Privy Council passed a special
Act authorising Ashintully to: “ Stryke drummis,
display ensigns, and lift and collect the saidis com-
panyis of futemen and to depart to the wars of
Flanders.” So successful was Spalding in recruit-
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ing that he very soon raised his full complement of
officers and men, and many a brave, strapping
Strathardle lad left for Flanders that never re-
turned. The Act of licence to Spalding is pre-
served in the Records of the Privy Council, vol. ii.
pages 641 and 736, and is as follows :—

“ Holyrood House, October 1oth 1577. Act
anent the departing of the men of war to Flanderis
anent the supplication presented to my Lord Re-
gent's Grace, and Lords of Secret Counsale by
Captain David Spalding. That quhair thair is
certain commissions laitlie brocht in this realme in

+ name of the King of Spayne, and the Estates of

his Low Countries appointand the said Captain
David Spalding as Colunnel ower certane cum-
panyis of futemen of this nation under his regiment

.. to be levyed and transported to the said Low
. Countries for the service of the said Estaitts humlie
- desyring thairfor license to stryke drummis, display
- hand-enseignes, and lift and collect the said com-

panies of futemen, and at first commodite to trans-

¢ port them.

€

-+ . The Regent’s Grace therefore with advice
of the Lords of the Secrete Counsale grants and
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gives license to the said Captain David Spalding
and the Captains elected and chosen by him under
his regiment to stryke drummis, display enseignes
and lift and collect the saidis companyis of futemen
at the first commodite to transport thame at their
pleasour.”

Going to the war in Flanders, in 1577, with his
Strathardle lads, proved a paying venture tO
Colonel Spalding, who, out of the pay and plunder
got there, built Ashintully Castle, on the plan of
the neighbouring ancient Castle of Morcloich, on
Whitefield. Above the door is the date 1583, sur-
mounted by a shield bearing the Spalding Arms
impaling Wemyss.

The blazon of the Ashintully shield reads:
Dexter, a two-handed sword, or possibly a cross
crosslet fitché in pale point downwards, charged
on the guard with three crescents.

- Sinister, quarterly, Ist and 4th, or, a lion
rampant gules; 2nd and 3rd, argent, a lion
rampant sable.

Above the shield are the words, “ The Lord
defend this Hous” ; and the initials «“ A. S.” are
carved on either side of the shield.
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Sl
2

In this year the Scots Parliament passed an 1587
. e . C. Fergussor.
important Act for the quieting of the Highlands ¢
and Islands. To this Act is appended: “A roll

o

of the names of the landlordis and baillies of landis

0,3‘5 : in the Hielands and Iles, quhair broken men hes
B o ‘i,"‘\ dualt and presentlie duellis 1587.” There is also
fj H another roll added to this Act: “The roll of the
l"j"?cf " clannis in the Hielandis and lles, that has capi-
f%" 1 tanes, cheiffis, and chiftanes quhome on they
it depend, oft tymes agains the willis of thair landis-
R lordis, and of sum speciale personis of branchis
J’b\““ ‘ { of the saidis clannis, 1587 There are four
N Strathardle Clans named in this black list:—
:\ \‘ “Clandonoquhy in Athoill, and pairtis adjacent”
2 T : —the Robertsons of Struan and Straloch; then in
7 ‘% Glenshee we have three clans named: “ The

Clan McThomas or McCombies, the Fergussonis,
and the Spaldingis.”

These clans kept Glenshee in a very disturbed
state. Spalding of Ashintully since building the
new castle had become very turbulent and ruled
with a high hand, so much so that we read that
the Baron Ruadh of Straloch had to go to church

on Sundays with a piper playing and a large body
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of armed men to “prevent or quell tumults occa-
sioned by Rattray of Dalrulzean and Spalding of
Ashintully.”

In an Act of Caution for good behaviour of this
year, I find Sir John Murray of Tullybardine
becoming surety in rooo merks each for the follow-
ing Strathardle lairds : — ** Johnne Robertson of
Straloch alias Barroun Reid; Andro Spalding of
Aschintully ; Walter Robertson of Downy ; Walter
Leslie of Morecloich; Johnne Rattray of Dalrulyan;
Alaster Stewart of Cultalonies ; James Wemyss at
Mylne of Werie ; and Barroun Fergusson.”

In November 1508 a band of nearly thirty
persons, among whom were Sir James Stewart
of Auchmadies, Patrick Butter of Gormack, and
Patrick Blair of Ardblair besieged the Place of
Ashintully and took Andro Spalding, the laird,
their prisoner. ~When delated for this outrage
before the Court, His Majesty’s Advocate pro-
duced the Royal Warrant for postponing the trial
John, Farl of Athole, became

cautioner for the appearance of Auchmadies and

for a month.

others of the culprits. On the day fixed for the
trial only five of the accused appeared. For the

<
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non-appearance of those of them for whom he
had made himself surety, Athole was “unlawit,”
the fine exacted from him being a hundred merks
for each of them. “Lykeas the saidis persones
principallis wer adjudgeit to be denounceit rebellis,
and put to the horne, and all their movabill guidis
escheit, as fugitives.”

At this time the feud between the Robertsons
of Straloch and the Spaldings of Ashintully was
at its height, and so great was the slaughtering
and plundering that the Privy Council had to
interfere, and by an Act of Caution, dated Edin-
burgh, February 17, 1590, John Robertson of
Straloch became surety for #s500 for his three
leaders — John M¢Coneill, alias Duncanson in
Larig; John Adamson (MacAdie or Fergusson),
younger in Larig; and John Reid, alias Fleming
in Minoch, not to harm Andro Spalding of Ashin-
tullie or David Spalding.

And on March 10 Henry Balfour, procurator,
registered at Edinburgh a bond by James Wemyss
of Weriemyln for Andrew Spalding not to harm John
Robertson of Straloch, John Robertson his son,

John Fleming in Minoch, John M*Intoshe in Lair,

Pitcairn’s
Criminal
Trials,

vol. ii, p. 63.

Privy Council
Records,

vol. v, p. 714.



23

1 *
Kl

s

1
@t

. L v
Lo,
R/
i S

o~
s i B

[

+ %
0 '
L‘;‘,;\;;‘%-.“

5%

LY

R ‘o
(W)
.-
o o e

. B
L.
MESNAVENE
P

Ae;‘-" ’

P

C. Fergusson.

1601,

24 THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

and John Adamson there; whilst Spalding himself
gave a bond to the same effect, in 300 merks each,
for Edwin Cunnyson, Ronald Malcolm, Donald
M‘Woattie, — Gillandreis, and John Mitchell —all
in Ashintullie; John M‘Indewar in Dallwoid ;
Patrick Grant, John M‘Allane, Andrew Spalding,
Donald M Condoquy, and John M‘Cairtney—in
Dalhaugan ; and John M<Coneill Grassick, in
Spittal, not to hurt John Robertson or his men.

The Spaldings were always such a wild, restless
race, and were so often in trouble, that it was found
necessary here, as usual, to lay a double fine on
Spalding, and it will always be noticed that in all
cases of caution or fines, however lightly the other
Strathardle lairds got off, the Spaldings always
got extra heavy penalties.

Of all the wild and warlike race of Spaldings,
the then chief Andrew, and his son David, were
the most noted. They were never out of trouble,
and for many years, about this time, there were
several cases both for and against them at every
meeting of the Privy Council, and there are scores
of Acts of caution binding them to keep the peace,
to which they paid no heed whatever.

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 25

In this year they were before the Privy Council
many times, especially for a raid they made on the
lands of Catgibban, but they got off for want of
proof.

But of all the raids of this stirring period the
most unfortunate for Strathardle took place on
August 4th of this year, when Alexander M‘Ranald
of Gargavach, the tenth chief of the M‘Donnells
of Keppoch, with 200 men, consisting of the
M‘Donnells of Keppoch and Glengarry, the
Mackintoshes, and the Macgregors of Glenstrae,
made a raid on Glenisla, Glenshee, and Strath-
ardle, slew many of the people, plundered and
burnt their houses, and carried off 2700 cattle and
100 horses.

After Alastair and his Lochaber men had harried
Glenisla, they journeyed west through Glenkilry
and Strathardle with their plunder, driving the
cattle and horses before them. The Glenisla men
had sent word of the raid, and asked the assistance
of the Strathardle people, so the fiery cross was
sent round, and a party of Strathardle men under
the Baron Ruadh of Straloch, and Spalding of
Ashintully, attacked the Lochaber men near En-

1602,
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26 THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

nochdhu, where a fierce and bloody battle took
place. The Baron Ruadh, a wise and prudent
soldier, seeing the enemy in such force, was
following them up in the rear, waiting till all his
people should bave time to gather ; but Spalding
of Ashintullie, always hasty and headstrong, coming
up with a few men at once began the battle, so
to save him the Baron had to join in also, but,
though they fought with desperate valour, the
Strathardle men were so few in numbers that they
got badly cut up before the main body of their
men could gather. There were sixteen gentlemen
of the district slain in this attack, besides a great
many men, as we are told in the Pravy Council
Records. “They slew the nowmber of sextene
special gentlemen of the countrie, hurtit and
wounded to the deid a grite nowmer of uthir
persons.” But the Strathardle men began to
gather in force from all directions, and fought so
bravely that Keppoch soon saw that he would
have to retreat and leave all his spoil. « And
because they could nocht guidlie get the said guidis
caryit away with thame, they maist barbarouslie
and crewellie hochit, slew, and gorrit the maist

&
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part of the said cattel to the great hurt and pre-
judice of the common weal.” At last the Lochaber
men were totally defeated with great slaughter,
and fled up Glenfernate, pursued to the marches
of Badenoch by the enraged Strathardle men.
The following complaint was laid before the Privy
Council by the Strathardle lairds on December
16, 1602.

« Complaint by John Robertson of Straloch
Andrew Spalding of Ashiltullie, Lauchlan Far:
qubarson of Bruchdearg, John Rattray of Dalry-
lane, Walter Rattray of Borland, Colin Campbell
in Glenisla, Archibald Campbell of Persie, John
Ogilvie of French, and the other good subjects in
Strathardle and Glenshee, as follows :

‘“ Upon 4th August last, Alexander M‘Randal of
Gargavach, Donald and Ranald M‘Ranald, his
brothers, John Dow M‘Ranald, Allane and Angus
M‘Ranald, his sons, - Allester M‘Eane M-‘Innes,
John, Angus, Donald and Ranald his sons, with
others to the number of 200 persons, all theives
and sorners of the Clan Chattan and Clan Gregor,
and all Donald M‘Angus of Glengarry’s men,

armed with bows, habershons, hagbuts and pis-

LPrivy Council
Records,
vol. vi, p. 500.
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tolets, came to Glenyla, and there reft all the
goods within the said bounds, consisting of 2700
nolt, 100 horses and mares, with the plenishing
of the country, whereupon the < affray being rissen
in the country’ the complainers, in obedience to
the laws and acts of Parliament anent rising at
affrays, and following of theives ‘convient tham-
sellfs togidder, sa mony as they could mak on
a suddene, and followed the said theives and
lymmers of purpose and intention to have relewit
the geir, and to have apprehendit and presentit
the offendours to justice. And so many of the
said complainers as were convenient for the time
having enterit with the said theives, they maist
crewellie and unmercifullie set upon the said com-
plainers, slew the nowmer of fyftene or sextene
special gentlemen of the country, hurtit and
wounded to the deid a grite nowmer of uthir
personis, and because they could not guidlie get
the said guidis caryit away with thame, they most
barbarouslie and crewellie hochit, slew and gorrit
the maist pairt of the said guidis to the gret hurt
and prejudice of the common weal.”

Now, George, Marquis of Huntley, and Lachlan

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 29

Maclntosh of Dunauchtane ought to enter the
defenders because they are their men and dwell
upon their lands. Charge had been given to the
Marquis to appear himself, and enter the said
men, as also the said Donald M‘Angus of Glen-
garry, and to Allastair M‘Gregor of Glenstrae to
appear and answer, and now Andrew Spalding of
Ashintullie appearing for himself and the oi:her
pursuers, but none of the defenders appearing,
and the said malefactors not having been entered

the order is to denounce Huntley, Glengarry and,

Glenstrae as rebels. The letters of horning are
’

however, to be suspended to Candlemas next
that the King and Council “may yet understanc;
quhat diligence the said Marquis will do” in the
entry of the said Allester by that time towards
the redress of the complainers.

Still another raid on Strathardle, as Andrew 160;3.

Spalding of Ashintullie lodges a complaint with © Rergusson.

the Privy Council, on February 8th, against John,
Earl of Montrose, whose men had raided his lands
of Ashintullie. Andrew Spalding of Ashintullie
and his son David are, as usual, tied down by
sevgral Acts of Caution this year not to harm their
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Qx\i\ 3 neighbours. About this time Duncan Campbell persewed be Drumlochie for oppressioun and not
ﬂ%; of Glenlyon made a sudden raid on Glenshee a.md compeirand, decreit is given against thame, and
2 z the Braes of Ardle, when some desperate fighting they are ordainit to be chargit—be oppin pro-

4 took place. The Campbells, being a very strong clamation at the Mercut Croce of Perth, because
‘0,3 j party, got off with the spoil by slipping quickly they are brokin hielandmen, to enter in wardie
)3;2 up Glenderby and Strathtay into the Breadalbane within XV days under paine of rebellion.” As
7 :: country, before the Strathardle 'men, who were usual t.hey paid no heed to the terrors of the law.
AL mostly all away at a great wedding at the lower As this was the golden age of cattle-lifting in
V:?'f:,, Il end of the Strath, could be gathered to pursue Athole, when everyone either “lifted” or * was

R them. Spalding of Ashintullie complained to the lifted,” it is only natural that some men would
&:; King, and the Captain of the Guard ““was orderit come to the front in this, as it was then reckoned
-&v’. to hae Duncan Campbell, apparent of Glenlyon, honourable profession.  Strathardle's foremost thie,f
.‘ég ‘ and his associates apprahendit for stealing frae who flourished at this time was the famous Fain
A lﬁ} William M‘Nicoll in Little Fortere, 70 head of Dhu MacSheoc—John Dhu Mac]Jokie or Spalding,
R oxen and kye out of Rowenry in Glensche, and in Bleaton, who is described in the LPrivy Counctl Records o

' 44 oxen grazing in Glen Tirrie belonging to Records as ‘“ Johnne Dow M‘Jokie alias Spalding, Z:/I;}Z;Zy

1

o’ Spalding of Ashintullie.”

. PP, vol. viii,
| a nolorious thief. p. 274.
! : i ie being at feud with . .
5% i 1606, , The Spaldings of Ashintullie being It was this MacSheoc or Mac]okie, “the son of
7 hetches o . im 1 1 . s . .
f; ¥ (Sgl;%tﬁr?gﬁifén Chalmers of Drumlochy they assaulted him in his Little John,” that first originated the well-known
» ‘: . e -

place of Cloquhat, and did a lot of damage there.
Drumlochy complained to the Privy Council, and
the Spaldings were ordered to appear, but of
course did not, so on March 20, the Council
decreed : “That A. Spalding and others being

Strathardle proverb :—“ Mur biodh mu ’n phoit ach
Mac Sheoc’s an liadh "~ If there were none about
the pot but MacJokie and the ladle.” The origin
of this proverb was at a grand feast given by the
chief of the Spaldings at his Castle of Ashintully, to
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which not only were Spaldings invited, but also the
Baron Ruadh, Small of Dirnanean, Rattray of Dal-
rulzion, and all the other great men of the Strath.
After the dinner was over, MacJokie, who had
been away on some of his cattle-lifting expeditions,
arrived on the scene, and the chief of Ashintullie,
with whom he was a great favourite, at once pro=
ceeded to get him some food, and offered him his
choice of all left on the table. Mac]okie, looking
round, espied a large pot sitting beside the great
hall fire, containing some warm broth, which he at
once lifted on to a side table, and, getting hold of a
large silver ladle, he proceeded to help himself
therewith out of the pot. Ashintullie also brought
him a huge sirloin of beef, and, as he did not see
a carving-knife about, he drew his own richly
mounted silver dirk, and laying it beside the beef,
told MacJokie to help himself when ready, and
passed on to attend to his other guests. Now it so
happened that a very near relation of Ashintullie’s,
who had long coveted his beautiful dirk, happened
to come that way, and seeing the dirk there, and,
as all the other guests were otherwise engaged, and
Mac]okie exceedingly busy with his ladle and his

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 33
J

head deep down in the big pot, could not resist the
t.‘,eII-lptatiOIl; so he quietly lifted the dirk and slipped
it into the folds of his plaid. Ashintullie, coming
round soon after, missed the dirk and asked Macb-
Jokie for it, who truly told him he knew nothing
about it. The hot and hasty chief did not be]ievz
this, and at once got in a towering passion and
accused Mac]Jokie of stealing his dirk, and it very
likely would have ended, in his usual way of settling
these matters, by ordering MacJokie to be hangec;D
had not Small of Dirnanean, a very shrewd ob:
servant gentleman, who had seen the Whole’ per-
formance from a quiet corner, stepped forward, and
laying his hand on Ashintullie’s shoulder, said:
“ Mur biodh mu’n phoit ach MacSheoc’s an liadh .
—“If there were none about the pot but MacJokie
and the ladle.” Then he gave the guilty man a
long steady look which made him look very guilty
and confused, and Ashintullie, at once gu:ssincr
how matters stood, finished the sentence by addingb:

“cha robh mo Chiodag air chall”—*“then my

dirk had not been lost.” Not wishing to bring
o

public disgrace on his own family he turned away

and ordered his piper to strike up a Highland reel
c
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and, very curiously, when the dance was ended, the
dirk was found stuck upright in the sirloin of beef,
and after that all was mirth and fun.

Ever since that night, when one loses anything
and does not like publicly to accuse their neigh-
bour, they use the careful, canny expression of the
old Laird of Dirnanean—* If there were none about
the pot but Mac]Jokie and the ladle —and, like
him, they leave the rest unsaid.

Andrew Spalding of Ashintully died November
30, 1607. He was born about 1545, succeded his
father David in 1583, and probably completed the
building of Ashintully Castle, as his initials, A. 5.,
are carved on each side of the coat-of-arms over the
principal doorway. Andrew married first Janet,
third daughter of John, Baron Ried-Robertson of
Straloch, and of his wife Marjory Robertson of
Clunie. Janet's elder sisters married Farqubarson
of Invercauld and Rattray of Dalrulzean. By his
frst wife Andrew Spalding left one son, David, who
succeeded him, a daughter Margaret, who married
James Wemyss and left a son and daughter, and

another daughter, name unknown, who married
P. Stuart and left two children. Andrew Spalding
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married for the second time Helen Whitelaw, who
survived him. By her he had one dauéhter
Anabel, who married John Ogilvie of Milhau h’
The will of Andrew Spalding, made by him gon
October 29, 1607, is still preserved among the
Edinburgh Testaments, vol. 45, and a copy of the

same is given here. It was proved June 22
1600. ,

Testament Testamentar and Inventar of
Andro Spalding of Essintullie, 22nd June 1609

The Testament testar and Invetar of ye
guido geir sowmes of moey and Dettis pteing
to umqle Andro Spalding of essintillie whin ye
pachin of Kirkmichael and Sgrefdome of pth
ye tyme of his deceis Quha decessit upon ye
last da'y of November ye yeir of god Jajojc 1607
&. sevin yeirs Faylie maid & gevin up be fairll
hm‘xself opsoun ye XXIX day of October ye '
Yeir of God Jajojc & sevin yeirs foirsaid
Befoir yir Witnessz Johnne Ogilwie of Mylne-

hauch, James Creiftoun sonne to umqle Capi- Cricht
- ricaton,

tane David Creyttoun of Eisle craig, James
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Weymis at ye Mylne of Werie & Rot. Croun
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viij Swa ij° viij*. Item mair in ye barne and barne
yaird ten scoir ten bolls of small black aittis price of
ye boll wt ye fodder being small blak hieland aittis
xliij® iij* Swa iif}° L™, Item mair xliiij auld scheipe
price of ye pece orheid xI’ Swa Ixxxviij® Ite in
utencilis & domicilis in his place of Essintillie be ye

airschipe estimat to j° mkes. Item gevin up by ye

noter wt vy is divz.
In ye first ye said umgqle Andro Spalding of
) Essintillie had ye guids geir sowmes of moey and
dettis of ye awail and pces eft following pteing
to him ye tyme of his deceis foirsaid viz: Item

XX oxin by ye airschipe pce of ye pece orheid

4400 XX! Swa lij°* Ite xvj ky yof nyne haif and cair Tte
. . . R exer. Itein ili . .
) and sevin wt calf price of ye pece orkeid xvj xiij® e .utencxhs & domicilis wt ye abvilzemcts Abulziements
. . . . of his DO i . =furnishi
i oxen. 14 Swa ii° lxvj® xiije iiij* Item thrie quoyes and ie in his place of Myln hauch estimat to furnishings.
fyve hundret mkes.

thrie Stottis of thrie yeir auldis price of ye pece
orheid x*© Swa lx* Ite mair thrie stottis & thrie
quoyis of tua zeir auldis price of ye pece orheid vj*
swa xxxvj® Ite ane gray meir wt ane foill in

essintillie price x1 mkes. Ite ane brovn meir Wt

Swma of ye Invetar ij™ j° xlij*.

-

Followis ye Dettis awin to ye Deid.

[tem yr was awin to ye said umqle Andro Spalding
of essintillie be Alexr. Rotsone broy to barrouz

reid 3® xx Item be Lenward Robertsoun his broy

& iliAa
e

o

ane foill price xl mkes. Ite ane black meir price I mkes. Ttem b
Glenter «x mkes. Item ane gray meir in glenfaivney price Ltem b ' 'em e ] ?h' Rat_tfay <')f Dalrilliane 1x'.
pate «l mkes. Item ane soir meir pce x] mkes. Item efn © gajwm Weymis for his maill 1606 x*. Item
ane blak meir wt hir foill price xx*. Item ane aaxr be h_[m. for his 'maill 1607 ten mkes. Ite be
Unbroken  DOTS Staig y mirk gray price xx mkes. Item three ak .Tallzler f?r his maill four mkes. Item be
horse: meir Staigis yr all gray price of ye pece orheid xx Jon. Giffen 'for his maill in ano 1607 v% Item be Maill=rents
McAllesterris Wyff ten mkes. Item be Jon. Moir .

mkes Swa xI** Item tua wark naigis pce of ye pece

«xt* Swa xl° Item in ye barne & barneyaird

xlviij bolls beir price of ye boll wt ye fodder iij* vj°

wobst resten xxxiij® iiij¢
xiij* iiij% Item be Johne bruce Wobst=

fyve mkes. Item be Wa Mclnroy xxxiij* ij* Item e

be Johne Gow eldar xxxiij® iiij% Item be Jon
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McCallum resten aught mkes. Item be Allest
Cwnesoun xij mkes. Item be Thomas Dow iiij*
ltem be Johne Glaschin xI° Ite by Alexr.
McCome for his maill xx mkes. Item be Rot
Dow lxxxxiij mkes. Item be Johne Spalding
McAyvige j° mkes Item be Alexr. Rattray for ane
bybill ten to — Item be Jon. Ogilwie of Mylne-
hauch xxiiij bolls victuall resten be ye space of fyve
yeiris extending to sex scoir bolls wictual price of
ye boll yeirlie orheid x mbkes. Swa j™ ij° mkis.
Jtem gevin up be ye Exe” awin be Ronnald, flescher
at ye brigend of Jth lxxx mkes.
Swma of ye dettisawinto | ... ..o . oq
ye deid }_] e xvij*© vj°® 3%
Swa of ye Invetar w ye
Dettis
Followis ye Dettis awin be ye Deid.
Item y was awin be ye said Umgl® Andro Spalding

} ™ iije lix vi* 8%

of Essintillie to Alexr. Forrest in Aley" iiij* mkes.
Item to James Croket in balharrie foir bolls beir
price x| mkes. Item to James Weymis of Werie
xlj mkes. Item to James Creyltoun xl mkes vii®.
Item to John Ogilwie his sone in law xl mkes. Ite
to Andro Mumeter, John Spalding, John Bruce
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John Spalding younber Johne Gokar & Alexr. |

Dow Ilk ane Servandis for y* fies ten mks. Swa xI*
Item to M* Falick, Elspeth bisset and Issobell bruce,
Jonet Millar, Jonet George, Issobel haillis servandis
ilk ane of ya for ane zeiris fie ten mkes Swa xI°
Item to Neill Grant for corne & fodder xxxvj mkes.
Item to Jonet banff xx mkes. Item to Elspet Gray
xx®* Item to James Croket at ye mylne of balharrie
iij* mkes. Item mair to Elspeth Gray ten mkes.
Item to Elspeth Skyner auch® Item to Ewffame
qtlaw xxiiij*> Item to Ro® butler ten mkes.

Swma of ye dettis awin be .
} vij© lvij*x vj<

ye deid
Restis of frie geir ye dettis o

deducit 7 vt v 4%
To be dividit in tua ptis | _ . .

deid pt is } J™ e i 4° vt
Qr of ye quot ' is componit for — — — x| mks.

Followis ye deidis Legacie & L™ Will
Upoun ye xxix day of October ye Yeir of God
Jm. vj°® sevin yearis The q* day ye said Andro

.1 The Quott.a was the zoth part of movables (anciently computed
without deduction of debts) to which the Bishop or commissar was
entitled.

Margaret.

Quotta
Componitar
x1 mks.

Latter Will.
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Spalding of Essintillie maid his Legacie & I Will
as eft followis viz:

Item ye said Andro Spalding knawing nathing
mair certane nor Deith and mair une tane nor ye
time he Smittis his saull to God almightie his bodie
to be honestlie bureit in ye earth hopeing to be
savit throw ye Dey' & passioun of o Salvior
Chryst and be yir pntis he noiates & constitutis
helene Quhytlaw his spous and David Spalding his
sone equal & alyke exer® cindetlie & introrig w* his
haill guidis geir & dettis to intromit y* wt use &
dispone y* upone and to pay and outred his dettis
& legacies in ane amicabill forme as they will
asy* to God and procure his blissing and for avoyd-
ing of all quesioun or contraversie y* may happin
to aryse or breid amagis yame or ony oy’ of his
freindis he noiate Johne Ro'sone of Strawchen,
thomas fergusoun of balliezowcan & David Murray
of Soilzerie orisme visitoris & Judges to Judge &
deciie y* into and ordane ye said David his sone
atto® all oy*thingis to gif his cair to serve god and
to keip amitie concord & friendschipe w* his freindis
and nybouris In sa far as he can or may And to

follow ye advyse & counsall of ye saidis orisme’ and
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his on® wyse freindis in all materis questionabill

betuixt him and onie psone or psounes of onie man manner.
of wecht or Importance as he will procure his

blessing and mair he ordaine Immediatlie eft his

deceis ye said David his sone to en*to ye law" pos- enter.
sessioun of ye place and Mainz of Essintillie to

labor & saw ye samy to his awin use and ye said samy=same.
helene his spous to ent to ye peciabill possessioun

of West Inmuthe qlk ye said David pntlie possesst Eanoch (2).
to be laborit be hir to ye Dme of Witsonday Jm fer:;imy'
vjc aucht yeiris at the qlk terme of Witsonday sche

salbe peciablie possessit w* hir haill cjuvctfie lands conjunction
and w' y® Myle of Spittell And y® said David to |
haif ye proffeit of ye said mylne to ye said Dme
notwithstanding it be hir cjuvctfie and na oy” wayis. other.
Item he Levis in Legacie to James Weymis Dock® Weymis
Anabill* four hundret mks and befoir ye ressait yrof ey
ye said James & his spous to gif sufficient acquit- s
tances & dischargis of all patrimonie bairnes pt of

geir Legacie or Dett y* may be askit or cravit be

N . .
yame y* airis exer® assgis of ye said Andro his airis

1 Annabella was a common Ashintully family name. Andrew, the

first Small of Dirnanean, tem 1s sai i
s p- 1500, is said to have -
bella, dau. of Ashintully. ’ arried Ann
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or exers—To Patrick Stewart his tua sounes his
oyis ane hundred betuixt yame. Item to kathrene
Spalding his bastard Dockter gif sche use hirself
honestlie be syt of freindis ane hundret mks. To
Elspeth Spalding his sis® xx mks. To Jo® Spalding
his broder naturall xx® Item xl mks in Leonard
rotsoun his hand he levis xx yrof to Alexr. his
broder and ye oy xx he dischargis himselff. To
Andro Spalding vyrvayis callit McKayviege xx'
Johnne Spalding als moir xx mks. To Cristiane
Murray ten mks To David Murray of Solzerie
fftie mks To Thomas fergusoun of ballezowcan
fiftie mkis—Item to Jo® rotsone of Straloche fiftie
mks To Anabill Spalding his Dochter and Johnne
Ogilwie hir spous J° mks To George Spaldingis
bairnes xx mks Andro & Colene and to W* Spald-
ing sone to George xX mks—and yis his testamet
Ire Will & legacie qlk Legacie he ordains to be
tane furt of his tua pt of ye guids geir & dettis
foirsaid In taiken grof he hes sub™ y° samy w* his
hand being written be ro® brown not day yeir &
place foirsaids Befoir yir witness above speit sic
sub® Andro Spalding of Essintullie Jo* Ogilwie
Witnes James Cry‘toun Witnes James Weymis
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Witnes—We Mrs. Jo* Avthor &e. and gevis and

Smittis ye intromiss w* ye samy to ye said David
Spalding onlie ese’ testa® acceptand ye said office
upon him noiat be ye said umgle Andro Spalding
his fader In respeet ye said helene quhy & law
y° oy* exer above noiat Is be or Decreit secludit fra
all useing of ye said office Resgvand comp*®to be
maid be him y* of as accordis of ye law quha being
sworne &c and David Kyinmouth of Craighall IZ
becu cauten &c. as ane act beiris.

David Spalding succeeded his father, Andrew, as

Laird of Ashintully. In Gaelic -he was called

compt=
account,

become
Cautioner.

1607.

) ' . g

requires half-a-dozen English words to give the
full meaning—ever, or very, restless, ready, brave,
wise, &c. Deas means south, and is a relic of
Druid sun- i ing i

n-worship.  Everything if south or sun-
wards was perfect.

At this time, and for three years after, we find 1609-16:2

David Spalding of Ashintullie once more in trouble
with the Privy Council for harbouring and resetting

)
Alexander Ruthven of Freeland, who, along with

the whole race of Ruthven, was outlawed by King
o
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James for the Gowrie Conspiracy. Spalding had
to appear four times before the Council—* for the
allegit tressonable resetting, supplying and main-
taining of Alex. Ruthven, His Majestie’s declared
tratour, within his dwelling places of Essintullie
and Enoche.” As there was no evidence against
Spalding these trials were always adjourned, and
at last were quietly dropped.

On January 1oth of this year the lands of Ashin-
tullie were erected into a free barony in favour
of David Spalding, with many privileges, among
which were, that he was to have the ancient free
burgh of Barony of Kirkmichael, “ of old erected,”
with the privilege of holding a weekly market
there, to be held on the lands of Balnakille and
Balnauld. Spalding also got the privilege of hold-
ing two yearly fairs on the same lands. One of
these “ane yeerlie free ffair, on the penult day
of Sept callit Michaelmas ffair,” which was to
last for five days, was the origin of the famous
« Feill Mhicheil,” Michaelmas market, which, for
two hundred years, was the greatest market in all
Scotland, where all the Highland drovers met

their customers from the Lowlands, who came
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there to buy cattle to carry into England or the
South of Scotland.

As this Ashintullie Charter is a very interesting
and valuable document, I may give the most of it
here :—

« Hereby, our Sovereign Lord, with the advice
and consent of the Lords Commissioner of the
Treasurie — Gives, grants, and dispones, to the
said David Spalding of Ashintullie, and airs male
of his body, whilks failying to his airs male
whatsomever, and their assigneys heretablie and
scredeemablie all and haill the said David Spalding
his third part of the Lands of Strathardell, com-
prehending the lands, and others particularly
underwritten viz.—all and haill the Mains of
Ashintully, towns and lands of Over and Nether
Weries, with the mill, mill-lands, multures, and
sequalls of the same. The town and lands of
Spittal, with the mill thereof, mill-lands, multures,
and sequalls of the same, with the crofts called
the Chappell Crofts: the glen commonly called
Glenbeg ; town and lands of Cammis, of Tomya-
charrow, of Dathnagane, of Soilyeries, over and

Nether Tomenamowen, Tomphin and Ballach-
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raggan. The lands of Pitviran, towns and lands
of Easter Downie, of Balnald, of Balnakillie, of
Glengenat (Glen Derby), of Dalreoch, of Wester
and Middle Inverchroskie, of Kirktoune, com-
monly called Kirkhillock, alias Tomchlachan (Kirk-
michael). With all and sundrie their towers,
fortalices, manor-places, woods, fishings, annexis,
connexis, dependances, tennents, tennendries, ser-
vices of free tenants, pairts, pendicles, and universal
pertinents whatsomever of the aforesaid third part
of the saids lands of Strathardell, alswell not named
as named within the Sheriffdom of Perth. With
the privilege of ane yeerlie free ffair to be holden
upon the ground of the said lands of Kirktown,
commonly called Kirkhillock, or upon the said
lands of Balnauld or Balnakille, the penult day
of Sept. called Michaelmas ffair. And ane weeklie
mercat together with the Burgh of Baronie of
Kirktoun, vulgarly called Kirkhillock, alias Tom-
chlachan, of old erected, together also with the
advocation, donation, and right of patronage of the
Paroch Church and parochin of Kirkmichael, with
the teinds, parsonage, and vicarage of the same,

and which haill lands, Burgh of Baronie, patronage
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and others above disponed, with the pertinents,
are erected in one haill and free Baronie, to be
called the Baronie of Ashintully, conform to this
charter granted by us under our Great Seal in
favour of David Spalding of Ashintully upon this
date, 1oth January I™ VI® and XV years.” This
charter was again ratified and confirmed in 1674,
and again more fully in 1681, when more lands in
Strathardle were added, with more privileges by
James VII.

With the view of stopping the continual feuds
and fightings in the Highlands, the Scots Parlia-
ment had passed an Act forbidding the carrying
of firearms, to which Act, however, the clansmen
paid no heed whatever, but went on with their
raids and feuds as usual for some years, till the
Privy Council at length resolved to prosecute any
defaulters they could lay hands on for contravening
this Act. So, as Strathardle lay just inside thz
Highland border, and as its leading men were in
the constant habit of visiting the Lowlands, always,
of course, fully armed, contrary to this new law,
it was easy for the authorities to get proof against
them. So we find in this year, 1618, the Council

1618.
Sketches of
Stratkardle,
C. Fergusson,
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prosecuting the following worthies “for having
for six years carried hagbuts and pistoles, against
the law”:— David Spalding of Ashintullie ;
Patrick M‘Leith in Camis, Glenshee ; Richard
M‘Endowie in the Spittal; George M<Eane
Ve, Condoquhy and Allister MCondoquhy 1n
Cuithill ; Allister M ‘Phatrick Vec. Comis in Storn-
loyne ; Robert M‘Intoshe in Dalvungie; William
Spalding and Allister Anderson in Innedrie ;
William Ferquhair in Fayingang; Patrick Tair-
lachson in Laiz; John M‘Intoshe alias M-<Ritchie
in Soilzerie ; David Wemyss, son of James
Wemyss, Mill of Werie ; Allister Robertson of
Downie; Robert Robertson Rioch in Cultulonie;
John Neilson, son of John Dow Neilson in Dal-
nagarden ; Duncan Robertson in Kirkmichael ;
Allister Robertson, son of Duncan Neilson, some-
time in Mill of Inverchroskie; Alexander Robert-
son of Straloch; John M-‘Intoshe alias M‘Eane
in Dallcharnich; Allister Wilson in Craiginache;
John Stewart, son of P. Stewart, Straloch; John
Fleming, portioner, Wester Inverchroskie; and
John D. . . . Wester Dalnabrick. Al these
were found guilty and fined. Spalding of Ashin-
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tully, as usual, seems to have been the worst
offender, as he was fined £40, while Robertson
of Straloch and all the rest got off with a fine
of only ten merks. After the preceding trial, the
whole of these men were again summoned b;fore
the Privy Council, and they had to find caution
one for the other of them—“not to carry hagbut;
or pistols, or to shoot fowl or venison.” Here
again the Council found it necessary to tie the
redoubtable Spalding of Ashintully tighter than
his neighbours, as Allister Robertson of Downie
had to become cautioner for 4500, while Allister
himself, Straloch, and all the rest got off for £100.

N i <
QO W V Y AN

of Ashintully back from attending the meetings gfnlzje/tard/e,
. Fergusson,

of the Privy Council in Edinburgh, and paying
his fines, than he and his crony and cautione;3
Allister Robertson of Downie, “sought pastures,
new” in the way of breaking the laws. No
doubt, as the Privy Council had objected to their
carrying hagbuts and pistols, and shooting either
men, wildfow! or venison, they thought just for
a little change this time to try some more peaceful

occupation.  So they shouldered their axes (and
D
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no doubt took their hagbuts and pistols as well)

and, calling their men, set off to the Braes of Mar,

and began cutting down « certain great growing
arl of Mar,” in the great

trees belonging to the E
they had neither bought

pine forests there. As
the timber, nor asked th
it, this was of course agains
objected, and they had to appear once more be-
fore the Court, and we fnd it recorded:

« Nov. 18th, 1618. David Spalding of Essin-
cullie and Alexander Robertson of Myddill Downie,

dilaited of airt and pairt of the cutting down of
taking thereof

¢ Earl’s permission for
t the law, so the Earl

certain grit growand treyis, and away-
furth of Johnne, Erle of Mar his Forrestis and
woidis within the boundis of Braemar, Cromar,
Strathdie and Glengairn. In respect of thair
e offerit thame selffis to the tryall of
s altogidder innocent thairoff, and pro-
r cautioneris releif, and that thai sould

compeiranc
the Law, a

testit for thai
nocht be trubillet or chargit for the said allegit

They pleaded innocent, and as there was
either not enough proof, o the Earl did not wish to
press matters t00 far, the affair was allowed to drop.

The gypsies, or 3 Egyptians,” as they were then

crymes.”
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called ha i
, €COoITlE SO numerous in Scotland about sz ek
db ketches of

the beginning of the seventeenth centur
were so much given to thieving, robbery, and
murder, that King James, in 1609, passed a}l]r’l ;
of Parliament against them forbidding any of hc':t
subjects to “resset, supplie or entertain ”Y a(; lSf
them. All the district of Atholl, and es ?71;)
Strathardle, had a full share of « lymmaf'eCla :
vagabondis,” and we now find Alexander Rlstand
of Dalrulzion and our old friend, David S alc;I:ay
of Ashintullie, getting into trouble for hargj fng
them as follows :—*“Complaint by the Ku'rm’g
Advocate that the Act of Parliament of 28th ngs
1609, forbidding any one to ‘ressett, suppli o
entertain ony of these vagabondis, thiew:'es Ps)(I))r: 'Or
and lymmaris callit Egyptians, after the ;;st d arls;
August thairaftir under pain of confiscatioun a}que:)d
k;en contraved by David Spalding of Ashin’tull
exa}nder Rattray of Dalrullion, Finlay M‘Inro 'y,
1]\3/[ou111-1, and Thomas Arioche in Brae of Tul]yrieli1
th}ire ‘1,;1;: Scont'erflpt of law thae saidis counterfoote:
o , .orn%rls', and. vagabondis, are encourageitt
remalfl within this countrie agains the teno
of the saidis Act of Parliament and to continew :Jr:

Strathardle,

and C. Fergusson.

Records of
the Privy
Cowncil,

vol. xii, p. §62.
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their accustomat and wicket trade of thift, sorning,
and abewsing of his Majestie’s guid subjects.”
The Advocate appearing personally, as also David
Spalding and Alexander Rattray, the Lords assoilze
David Spalding ; remit Alexander Rattray to be
taken order with by the treasurers, and depute
and order the other defenders to be denounced
rebels. So Spalding once more got clear of the
law, and still continued to harbour Egyptians, in
whom he found valuable allies, as they were ever
ready to engage in a1l the desperate enterprises
in which he took part.

It was during this time, when David Spalding
had so many cases before the Privy Council in
Edinburgh, that he, in his hot-blooded haste and
anger, slew his famous serving man—-*¢ Daidh
Crom "—Crooked Davie, so called from his being
hunchbacked, a faithful clansman, and the fleetest
runner ever known in all Atholl. In justice to
Spalding 1 must say that he committed this foul
deed under a misapprehension, and that he ever
regretted it, and always declared that of all the

men he had ever slain, Davie was the only one

that he wished alive again.

NOTES AND TRADITIONS s,

Ashintully received a message from the Pri
Council saying that unless certain papers ore
lodged in Edinburgh before sunset on suih a vsere
he would be outlawed, and all his estates a}:i,
goods confiscated. Now, owing to some de?n
he only 2.grot the message late on the night bef:’,
t'he appointed hour, so he at once got the a‘e X
tied them up in a packet, and gave them ptop I:S’
ﬂee.t-footed retainer, Davie, telling him to st ;
betimes in the morning, as he must deliver ta;1rt
packet in Edinburgh before sunset next evenin .
Nov&.r as Edinburgh is about seventy miles frog.
Ashintully, even as the crow flies, by Perth nd]
Que.ensferry, I am afraid most of the de enefr::
retame{*s of the present day would as soof undie
tak‘e a journey to the proverbial Jericho as go su ;
a distance on foot. Not so the light-footed DaviC ;
he thought nothing of it; he had often done e'tz
before. But it so happened that there was tlo
be a great feast and a dance at the Castle

next night, and naturally such a lightfooted youth

as Davie was v y ing
as very fond of dancmb; and, besides
b 3

h

1ad he not a sweetheart there, a bonnie comely
. . . '

assie, who did not care though Davie’s back was
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a little crooked, for she knew his heart was not.
Davie thought of all this and a great deal more,
but those were not the days when a clansman
dare grumble or disobey the orders of his Chief,
least of all such a haughty Chief as that of the
Spaldings. So Davie Crom took the papers
quietly, but instead of waiting till daylight, he at
once slipped out of the castle gate and made a
bee-line for Edinburgh, faster than ever he had
done before, over hill and dale. He arrived there
in good time, delivered his packet of papers, got
another packet in return, at once set off on his
return journey, and arrived at Ashintully late in
the afternoon of the same day. As the laird was
out hunting on the hills, Davie sought the great
hall of the Castle where he had some food, after
which he lay down, and stretched his tired limbs
on the floor under the huge table, and was soon
fast asleep. It so happened that Ashintully had
had bad luck and poor sport that day and so
returned to the Castle in a very surly mood, and
upon entering the great hall the first thing he saw
was crooked Davie curled up fast asleep under
the table, among a lot of hounds, with a packet
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of papers clasped in his hand. It at once struck
him that Davie had never yet started for Edin-
burgh, and that the important papers, which were to
have saved his estate, were still there, undelivered.
So, blind with rage, he drew his dirk and plunged
it in the heart of poor sleeping Davie. It was
only when he lifted the blood-stained packet of
papers, and saw it was the answer dack from
Edinburgh, which the fleet-footed messenger had
brought him in such an incredibly short time,
that Ashintully saw, when too late, his fatal mis-
take, and that his ever-ready dirk had sent poor
Davie on the last long journey from which there
is no return. There was no feasting nor mirth in
the Castle that night, as all mourned for Davie,
and even the proud Chief himself unbent so far
as to admit that Davie, of all the men he had
ever slain, was the only one he wished alive again.
Aye, and [ have heard old men tell that as long
as there were Spaldings in Ashintully, before any
of the family died, travellers between Ashintully
and Kirkmichael were often startled by seeing
a hunchbacked young Highlander with flowing
tartans, and a packet of papers in his hand, flash
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past them like lightning. It was the ghost of
Crooked Davie bearing the summons of death to
some one of the Spaldings of Ashintully.

Edinburgh, r1oth August 1621.—Caution by
James Weymis of the Mill of Werie, that David
Spalding of Eschintullie shall pay to Arch. Prim-
rose, writer in Edinburgh, and Arch. Campbell,
brother to Sir James Campbell of Lawers, com-
missioners appointed by the Lords of Council for
uplifting of the fines imposed by the resetters of
the Clangrigour, and with the consent of Archibald,
Earl of Argyll, donator of the fines, the sum of
2000 merks as the fine imposed upon the deceased
Johnne Robertson of Straloch, for which the said
Spalding became cautioner if found liable. With
clause of releif.

(Signed) James WEIMYSS, Cautioner.
“« David Spalding.”

Edinburgh, toth August, 1621.—Caution by
David Spalding of Eschintullie for James Weymes
of the Mill of Werie, that he will pay to the said
Commission the fine of 1000 merks imposed upon
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Thomas Fergusson of Belleyewcane for the resett

of the Clangregour, for which he became caution

if he be found liable. With clause of releif.
(Signed) Davip Searping, Cautioner.

“ James Weimes.”

1629. At Holyrood. Charter to Andrew
Spalding of Borland of lands mentioned above,
which were resigned by the said David, and which
the King of new erects into a free barony: reserv-
ing the life rent of the said David; to be held by
the said Andrew and the heirs male of his body,
whom failing David Spalding of Drumfork and the
heirs male of his body, whom failing to revert to
the said David Spalding of Ashintully and his heirs
and assignees whomsoever,

The King grants a remission to David Spalding
of Ashintullie for resetting Alexander Ruthven,
burgess of Perth, lawful son of Alexander Ruthven
of Freeland, after he was convicted of treason.

King Charles he confirms to David of Ashin-
tullie the lands as in the Charter 1393, which the
said David & Andrew Spalding of Boreland re-

signed, and the King ratifies the enjoyned erection

1629.
Register of
Great Seal,

1393

1630.
Register of
Great Seal,
1548.

1631,
Register of
Great Seal,
1816,
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of Kirktoun or Kirktulloch (Kirkmichael) into a
burgh of barony, to be held by the said David &
the lawful heirs male of his body, whom failing to
the said Andrew Spalding and the heirs male
lawful of his body, whom failing to David Spalding
of Drumfork and the heirs male of his body, whom
failing to the heirs male and assignees of the said
David Spalding of Ashintullie whomsoever.

During the incursion of Argyle into Perthshire
to enforce the Covenant, David Spalding of Ashin-
tully was taken prisoner, and kept at Dunstaffnage
until a payment of 4000 merks and his signature to
the Covenant procured his release.

After burning “ the bonnie House of Airlie” and
a1l Glenisla, the Campbells burnt all Glenshee,

Strathardle, Athole, and Lochaber. In coming
from Glenisla to Strathardle they would have to
pass quite close to Ashintully Castle, which they
took and plundered, carrying off the laird, his cousin
and successor, William Spalding, and forty-eight
chief gentlemen of Athole: All of these Argyle
sent to ““the Tables,” the Estates Council in Edin-
burgh, and made them sign the Covenant.

« About this sam tyme he (the Erll of Argyll)
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takis David Spaldynge, barroun of Ashintullie in
Strathardell, for his loyaltie to the King, and wardit

Memorialls of
the Truebles in
Scotland and
irz England,

him in the castell of Dunstaffnage, whill he payit JohnSpalding.

to him gooo merks and subscrivit the covenant.
Thairefter he is put to libertie, deceissis but airis
of his bodie, to whom succeidit William Spaldynge,
who for his standing to the covenant, Montrose in
his warris, as ye have heirefter, burnt his castle
of Ashintullie, plunderit and heiryit his ground
pitifullie.”

1640,

David Spalding of Ashintully did not long survive 1641.

his imprisonment at Dunstaffnage, dying in 1641.
He was born about 1570, and, dying without legiti-
mate issue, was succeeded by his second cousin,
William Spalding of Borland and Runavey. The
wife of David Spalding was Jean Mercer, as we
learn from a deed dated two years after the death
of her husband, viz. :—

March 2nd 1643. A lien at the instance of 643

William Spalding, sometime of Bordland and now
of Ashintully, heir of tailzie retoured to the deceased
David Spalding of Ashintully, William Spalding
of Rannavite heir male retoured to the said David,
and John Wemis at the Mill of Weirie, sister’s son
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and executor dative to the said deceased David
Spalding, against Alexander Mylne, merchant
burgess of Dundee, and Jean Mercer, widow of the
said David Spalding, for delivery of the Charter
Chest and writs of the said deceased David Spald-
ing. There was produced for the pursuers a Sasine
in favour of the said William Spalding, heir of
tailzie foresaid in the third part lands and barony
of Strathardill dated 2 ix 1641 and retoured in
favour of the said William Spalding of Rinavey as
heir male dated 16 vii 1642 and the Testament
dative of the said deceased David Spalding ap-
pointing the said John Weymss executor dative
dated 16 vii 1642 in Commissary of Dunkeld. The
Lords order the defenders to deliver.

William Spalding of Borland and Runavey, who
succeeded to Ashintully on the death of David
Spalding, was the son of Andrew Spalding of Bor-
land, whose father, William Spalding of Borland,
was brother to Captain David of 1577.

In the Service of Heirs (Gen.: 2721.  Special
498), William is mentioned as “ nepotis fratris avi,”
« Grandson of the brother of his Grandfather.”

Williemus Spalding, filius legitimus oc hceres
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masculus debite deservitus quondam Andrce Spald-
ing de Boirland, heeres tallice et provisionis Davidis
Spalding de Aschintullie consanguinei—in tertia
parte terrarum de Strathardill comprehendente
terras et terras dominicales de Aschintullie villas
et terras de Over et Nether Wemis cum molendino
de Nether Wemis—rvillam et terras de Spittill cum
molendino, et croftis hujus—modi nuncupatis Chap-
pill—croftis, Glen vulgo nuncupato Glenbeg—villam
et terris de Camines, villam et terras de Tomze-
charron, villam et terras de Dalhaggan, villam et

terras de Soilzeans, Over et Nether Tomamone,
Tomphin et Bellichragan, terras de Petverren,

villam et terras de Eister Doune, villam et terras
de Boolmald,—villam et terras de Belmakeilzie,
Glengenet—villam terrasque de Dalreach, villas et
terras de Wester et Middle Innerchroskie, et villam
et terras de Kirktoun vulgo nuncupatas Kirkhillok
alias Tomeclachan erecta in burgem baronice et
privelegio annauce nundince et foie hepdomadarie
omnes cum burgo baronice erectas in baroniam de
Aschuntullie.

William Spalding, as before mentioned, had
signed the Covenant at the same time as his pre-

Retours of
Perth,
July 28, 1641.

1644~1646.
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decessor, David. When the Marquis of Montrose
assembled his army at Blair in Atholl in 1644,
the influence of the Baron Ried-Robertson of
Straloch, a rigid Covenanter, prevented the Strath-
ardle men from joining the rest of the Atholl
clansmen, who flocked to Montrose’s standard.
All the inhabitants of Strathardle suffered in con-
sequence, all the houses in the strath were burnt ;
among them Baron Ruadh’s new house of Bal-
varron, and Ashintully Castle, of which only the
entrance tower of the original building remains.

We have, preserved in the Acts of the Scots
Parliament of this year, one of the most valuable
and interesting records connected with this period
of Perthshire history, and which, of course, is
authentic, viz. “The Rentall of the County of
Perth, by Act of the Estates of Parliament of
Scotland, 4th August, 1649.”

Parish of Kirkmichael .

William Spalding of Ashintullie for his Ao
lands in the parish . . . . 540 ©0 ©
John Robertson for Easter Straloch . . 240 o ©
Laird of Kirkmichael . . . . 300 © o
Andrew Rattray for his lands . . . 8 o o

NOTES AND TRADITIONS

Alexander Rattray for Dalrulzian

William Spalding for Runavey

Robert M‘Kintosh for his lands

John M‘Kintosh for Fairneazaird .

Andrew Leslie for Mornloch (now White-
field) .

Jean Herring for her lands .

James Robertson for his part Cultalonies

John Cutts & his Goode Sister for their
thereof . .

John Robertson for Lenochmore

Robert Flemynge for his part Binzean

Duncan M‘Kenzie for his part yreof

John Rattray for Boirlands .

John Stewart for his half of Dalvouzie

The said John Stewart for Cuithill .

John Spalding for one quarter of Inneredrie

Richard M‘Kintosh for part Cambus &
Inneredrie

David Farquharson for Br01chdarge

John Robertson for Bleaton

John Rattray for Mylne of Ennoch .

John Robertson for half of Wester Ennoch

John Murray for Balnabriche .

John Dowlich for his part Balmyle &
Markland

John Stewart for his half Balmyle

John Easson for his half yreof .

John Robertson for Stronymuick & oyr
lands .

£

plole]
70
go
Qo

8o
8o

70

16
25
25
15
66
20
30
12

35
70
130
6o
40
6o

33
I3
30

110

o O

o O ©0 ©O

I3

©c O

o 0O 0O 0O O ©° o]
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0O 0 0 0=«

o 0 0 0 0 R
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THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

John Stewart for Easter Bannateym

Janet Robertson for her part Balma-
crochie .

Patrick Fergusson for his part yreof .

John Mustard for his part yreof

John Brae for his part yreof

The said John Brae for Dalnabroick

John M¢‘Kenzie for his part of Dalna-
broick . . . . .

Fergus Shaw for his half yreof. .

Alex. Bruce for his lands & Mylne of Pit-
carmick .

John Bruce for Wester Pitcarmick .

John Bruce for Tomnamone

George Small for Dalreoch .

John Eviot for his part Wester Inner-
chroskie . . . .

Alex. Spalding for his part yreof

John Red-Gow for his part yreof

Robert Fleming forhis part Innerchroskie

Andrew Spalding for his part yreof .

Lachlan M¢Keich for his part yreof .

Patrick Robertson for Glengennett &
oyres . . . . .

Patrick M‘Kintosh for Cammis

Alex. Mackenzie for Taine

Anaple Murray for Solzearie

Earl of Atholl for Few-dewties

Earl of Airlee for his Teynd-dewties

Laird of Teyllin for his Few-dewties

£
24

36
24
4
8
45

20
20

66
66
16

50O

30
30
30
45
25

210
36
40
6o

150

160

260

S
o

o 0O O o0 ©

13
12

13

o o 0o 0 o O

o o 0 0 0 0 QO
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William Spalding of Ashintully died in 16671.
By his wife, daughter of Campbell of Crunan, he
had three sons: Andrew, who succeeded to Ashin-
tully ; David, afterwards of Whitehouse; William
of Runavey, who died in 1649, leaving a son,
Alexander.

The Retour of Andrew of Ashintully as given
in vol. xi., fnguisitiones Speciales, is as follows :—

Nov. 13, 1661.

Andrew Spalding de Ashintully heceres masculus
fet tallice William Spalding de Ashintully patris—
in tertia parte terrarum de Strathardle compre-
hendente terras, et terras dominicules de Ashin-
tully ;—Villas et terras de Spittal cum croftis nun
capatis Chapil, Crofts, et terras Canis; Villam et
terras Tomzechurrow: V. et t. Dallehangis; V. et
t. de Solzerie; Obir et Nether Tomnamorie, Tom-
phin, et Ballacruggan: terras de Pitverren: V. et t.
Easter Dounie, V. ett. Balnauld: V. et t. Balnakillie
et Glengennet: V. et terrasque Dalreoch: V. et t.
Wester et Middle Inverchroske: V. et t. Kirkton
vulgo nuncupat Kirkhillock alias Tomchlachan unitas
in Baroniam de Ashintullie cum nundinis et foris et

villa de Kirktown erecta in burgum baronice.
E

1661.

History of
Strathardle,
C. Fergusson.
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A.E. 410 N. E. £40
(Means Ancient Estate (do. New Estates.)
Death rates.)

Andrew Spalding, from being deeply marked
with smallpox, and from his fierce nature, was
known throughout Strathardle as « Madadh Brae”
or “the Pox-marked Wolf." His first wife was
daughter to Sir Patrick Maxwell of Teeling; by
her he had one daughter, who married the Rev.
Francis Piersone, minister of Kirkmichael. In
1662 Piersone was in trouble with the Govern-
ment, and accused by the Privy Council of
«labouring to keep the hearts of the people from
the present Government of Church and State.”
He was summoned again next year before the
Privy Council, but conformed and was allowed to
preach again. In 1669 Andrew Spalding married
as second wife Jean Mackintosh, daughter of
William Mackintosh of that Ilk, and Margaret,
daughter of Graham of Fintray. By this marriage
Andrew had two sons, David, who succeeded to
Ashintully, and Andrew, afterwards of Glenkilry.
There were also three daughters: Helen, who
married her cousin Andrew Spalding of Drumfork

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 6y

in 17'06; Margaret, married her cousin Patrick
Mackintosh of Cames; and Catherine, married
John Dawlick of Markland.

Spalding Clan Tunes. No date given.

T y . B
o Od I m I £ 4
>

a wa.y very characteristic of the times and the men
During the bitter feud between the Red Barons o;'
Straloch and the Spaldings of Ashintully, the latter
made a raid on Braemar and carried off a large
prey. The Baron heard of this, and, as tie
Farquharsons of Invercauld were his own relations
he gathered his men and lay in wait in a hollo ’
called ¢ Coire na froig,” on the way to Glenshez
The Spaldings came, and, being taken by surprise-
were routed, many of them were slain and buried’
on a little hillock there. The Baron at once
restored the cattle to Invercauld. So ends Act I
Act. Il.—Scene, Ashintully Castle. Time the.
celebration of the marriage of a daughter o; th
Spalding Chief. As this was over th years aftei
the skirmish of ““Coire na froig,” that event, which

to these worthies was a mere trifling everyday
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68 THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

occurrence, was forgotten and forgiven, and the fun
was fast and furious. But after things got lively,
as was usual on these occasions, Ashintully an-
nounced that his famous 6ddler had composed a
new dance-tune, which he would now play for the
first time. In honour of this, the Baron of Straloch
danced with the bride; the time * waas goot,” and
so pleased him that he asked Ashintully the name
of it. Now the Baron of Straloch, like all his race,
was very musical and 2 famous fiddler himself, so
the haughty Chief must needs have a sneer at
ddlers, and replied: « I know not the name of the
tune, as the sound of a musket is sweeter music to
me than all your fiddles, and I know more about
handling a claymore than a fiddle-bow ; so you had
better ask the composer, as he says that the tune
has a special reference to you, Baron.” The Baron
caw mischief was brewing, and wishing to avoid it,
simply said: « Right enough, right enough Ashin-
tully, but though you might slip in past St. Peter
with an old fiddle under your arm, yet deil a fear
of him allowing musket or claymore.” Then
turning to the fiddler, he asked, ““What is the

name of your grand new tune, Donald?” ‘It is

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 69

not baptized yet,” says Donald, “but the word
of it go "— )

Gaelic. “ Gun dhannsaidh sinn air
Tom-na-croiche
A dheainaidh a na thain oirnn
Gun dhannsaidh sinn air Tom-na-croiche
Nan robh sibh comtraid Cham oimn.”

English. ¢ VYe *:vould lightly dance on Tom-na-croiche
Tho’ Fate, just now, may frown on us,

We would lightly dance on Tom-na-croiche
If you were looking ‘down’ on us.”

Now, as “Tom-na-croiche” is the famous Gal-
lows Hill near Ashintully, on which for centuries
stood the gallows of the Barony of Ashintull
which was seldom without “a tassel,” it was vez’
suggestive that the Spaldings would like to « lightl};

” M
dance” with the Baron looking down on them—

of course from the gallows. The Baron took it all

in, but only laughed and said to the fiddler, *“ No
wonder that bairn of yours is not named, as it has

not come into the world yet.” After a quiet talk in

a c'orner with his own piper, the Baron told the
Chief that /4zs piper had also composed a new tune
Of course Ashintully at once asked the piper tc;
play it, and after dancing very heartily to it he
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asked the piper the name of it. «“Oh,” says the
piper, “it is like Donald’s tune, not baptized yet,
but the words of it go”"—

Gaelic. “Nan rachain dhannsa air crocan gorm
Ann braighe Coire na froig
'S coina menr cois 'S bar sron
Chaidheadh suas ri bonn mi bhroig.”

English. “« Were 1 to dance in Coir-na-froig

On a hillock that I could choose,

Many tips of toes, and points of nose

Would point up to the soles of my shoes.”
Referring of course to the buried Spaldings in
that place, above whom it was possible zow for the
Robertsons to dance should they so incline, whereas
the Spaldings had not yet got the Baron on their
gallows so as to be able to dance under him.
Seeing he was paid back with interest in his own
coin, Spalding laughed, and turning to the piper,
said, “ You lazy rascal, only to get that bairn bap-
tized to-night and it over two years old!”  And so,
thanks to the Baron keeping his temper, the night
passed in feasting and dancing instead of in blood-
shed and slaughter, as was too often the case in

those days, especially with the gallant fighting race
of Ashintully.
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Ratification in jfavors of Andrew Spalding
of Askintully of the mains of Ashintully

“Our Soveraigne Lord with the advice and con
sent of His Estates of Parliament ffor the 0 (i
faithfull & gratefull Services done & perforgmod
tf) His Majestie & his most Royal progenitors (:n
u-mes past By Andrew Spalding of Asﬁintullie &
his predicessors And for diverse other o0ood res ect
&.Considerations Moveing His Majes;e thereti BS
thir presents Ratifies approves & perpetually co }
ﬁrn.ls to the said Andrew Spalding & his Zirsg
assigneyes after specified Ane Charter of the dat
At .Whitehall the first day of July M V J sevint'e
sc-evm years & now exped the Great Seale of hli:
highnes ancient Kingdome of Scotland proceedin
upon the said Andrew and his own Res] nati .
And Signature & warrand under His Mi'es‘c'on
R.oyal hand Whereby our said SoveraignJLolec?
with the speciall advice & consent of the Lor;
Commissioners of his Majesties Thesaurie & E):
chequer of the said Ancient Kingdome Gave
granted & disponed And for his Hignes & suc-

1681.

Scots Acts of
Parliament,
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72 THE FAMILY OF SPALDING

cessors perpetually confirmed to the said Andrew
Spalding of Ashintully & airs male of his bodie
whilks failieing to his airs male whatsoever whilks
all failieing to his airs whatsomever & their as-
signeyes heretablie & Irredeemabllie All & Haill
the said Andrew his third pairt of the lands of
Strathardell Comprehending the lands & others
particularly underwritten viz.—All & Haill the
Mains of Ashintully. . .
And which haill lands Burgh of Barome patronaoe
& others above disponed with the pertinents were
by His Majesties Royal Grandfather of ever blessed
memorie Erected in ane haill & frie Baronie To be
called the Baronie of Ashintullie Conforme to ane
Chartor granted by his Majesties said Grandfather
Under his Highnes Great Seale In favors of the
deceist David Spalding of Ashintullie thereupon of
the date the tenth day of January Im V]c & fifteen
years Moreover His Majestie for the causes above
specified & with consent of the said Commissioners
of Thesaurie & Exchequer Of new gave granted
disponed & perpetually confirmed to the said
Andrew Spalding & his forsaids The foresaid
Baronie of Ashintullie Comprehending the par-

NOTES AND TRADITIONS 73

ticular towns lands patronage Burgh of Baronie

And further His Majestie with consent of the said
Lords of Thesaurie & Exchequer Erected the Haill
woods, Glens, hills & watersides of the saids lands
& others above specified & of the other lands &
others aftermentioned disponed to the said Andrew
Spalding & his foresaids By Sir Patrick Maxwell
of Newark & George Maxwell his eldest son in
maner after exprest In ane haill & free fforrestrie
In all time comeing To be called the fforrestrie of
Ashintullie with the privileges specified in the said
Charter & likewise of new erected & the saids
lands & others above resigned & disponed In
ane haill & free Baronie of Ashintullie Ordaining
the mannor place of Ashintullie to be the principall
messuage of the said Baronie, And that ane seasing
to be taken thereat or upon the ground of any pairt
of the saids lands Then & in all time comeing shall
be sufficient for the haill As if ane particular seasing
were taken upon each pairt & portion thereof
Albeit not so done & without respect to their dis-
contiguitie Anent all which his Majestie dispenses
to be holden the saids lands Baronie, Burgh of
















































































































































































































































































































































