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BALANCE CONFERENCE

August 9 – 12, 2001

Iron Horse Resort at Winter Park

Our 2000 Conference in July was a great success!  Gladys McGarey enchanted us with her wisdom and stories, Marianne Neifert energized us with her strength and humor, and Libby Roderick helped us to laugh, cry and sing.  We also had several very creative workshop leaders who were great!  We broke new ground for CME with a journal format to document how our learning would impact our professional practices.  It worked well and other groups have already copied it.  Colorado Foundation for Medical Care’s Mary Fletcher was supportive and helpful.

We had a smaller group this year which brought an incredible feeling of support and intimacy to the conference.  It was great!

Our central planning circle is once again a group of six.  Additionally, Sandy Cohen has agreed to head a financial committee.  We are very thankful for her abilities and energy in this area. The University of Colorado Department of Family Practice will sponsor our conference.  We will also continue to seek private funding which will allow more conference scholarships to be available and more financial independence in the future.

The planning circle met in Colorado in late August to begin our planning for 2001 and had a relaxing and productive weekend.  We met in circle honoring feminine ways of knowing and allowing the silence to guide us.  This way of being, that is supported at this conference, is so important to our practices of medicine and our lives in general and yet we struggle to find words to describe it.  A title for our 2001 Conference has not yet emerged but is gestating.  We clearly want to keep music, the language of the heart, an integral part of the Conference. 

We have spoken with many exciting speakers but have not yet finalized our speakers.

At the 2001 Conference we plan to have time to hear from each other in the following areas:  different practice models, financial issues, working without self depletion and medical ‘mistakes’.  If you would be interested in speaking with the group related to one of these areas, please let us know.

 As many of you are aware, we planned the conference last year without financial backing and were struggling to meet our budget when we last communicated with many of you.  In response, many women gave very generous financial donations which allowed the budget to balance and allowed us to pay each of our speakers.  Thank you!

Ways in which you can help are:

· Please contact Sandy Cohen at skcmd@aol.com or 712-744-2182 if you would like to help in the financial realm.

· Please send us updated contact information, especially e-mail.

· Visit our web site at rfmr.com/womenphysicians

· Please register early and invite your friends!

We look forward to seeing you in August 2001 in Winter Park!

With caring from the Planning Circle:  Linda Davis, Diane Friedman, Martha Illige, Karen Kadler, Holly Lewis and Wendy Zerin
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