ACCORD Workshop – Name Change Solutions Group

Present: Steve Storm, John Russell, Jim Vacca, Midge Leigh, Flo Isackson, Nancy Holt, Jackie Schwartz, Barb Goldworm, Karen Blackwell, Mildred Pearce.

Name Change a.k.a. ”title manipulation”


This is a part of a spiritual conversation.

What process do we go through to make a decision? 


Brainstorming – Talking it out. Everyone needs a voice on this


Look up definitions:
Church





Denomination





Sacred (space)





Worship (place of __)


Learn the history and consider the future vision

Research:
Dictionary

Group histories with word “church”

Experiences of other congregations’ change of name

Personal meanings

Document UUA usage


Use different methods of communication:

Written




Publicity – newsletter

Personal statements to congregation

Sermon

Interaction of sermon and congregational response (alternate weeks)

Retreat?


Personal spiritual growth

Look at words:
1. Worship  (place of ___)

2. Sacred  (___space) 
         3. God

Look at terms: Community, society, parish, spiritual community, circle, church, congregation, temple, 

mosque, coven, synagogue, cathedral, sanga, sweat lodge, UUs of the County of Boulder

 – or is this a matter of reframing rather than reclaiming the term “Church”?

Town meetings


Personal vs. institutional/cultural meanings of “church”. Non-participating reporter.

ACCORD Questionnaire Report – Name Change Question

19. How do you feel about a possible name change for UUCB?

        Six people chose “not worth the hubbub” in addition to another choice. 

   21    I’d really like to see it changed.



         
           17    I’d consider having it changed, but need to know more.
 

           17   I’m neutral and /or ambivalent. 





           19    It is not worth all the hubbub. 




   
             7   I’d be upset if the name was changed. 



   
Suggestions volunteered:

          13    UU Community of Boulder
          12    UU Congregation of  Boulder
            1    UU Society of Boulder
            1    UUs of Boulder

Comments volunteered for possible name change:  

    7   Church is Christian; We are not a house of Christian worship therefore we are not a church

    2   Keep it simple and keep the ‘C’ (congregation or community) 




    1   I’ve used church and community interchangeably for years, I prefer latter, avoids confusion and is inclusive.

    1   We need to act honorably toward our members whom the name excludes

    1   I don’t believe use of the word “church” excludes others, but if they feel that way I don’t care if we change it.

    1   No matter what it is called, I’ll still be proud to be a part of it.

 Comments volunteered against a possible name change: 

 Any comments without numbers are samples of the grouping.

    4   There is a lot of history in a name; I’d hate to see it lost. 



              I see too much power in short-term members related to this and other issues

              UUCB has been good and descriptive for a long time.

    1   I want to learn more about the motivations of those who want it changed.

    1   Worried this is motivated by political dogma, not related to anything spiritual

    1   Comments like “You don’t get it” and “privilege” are elitist, dogmatic, oppressive and offensive. 

    1   I think this well-meaning energy could be put toward more pressing concerns

    1   How about UU Squabble Center of Boulder

    1   The name is who we are; isn’t UU inclusive enough?



For Your Information

What names have other UU groups chosen for their religious community? The following are the number found for each choice within the US.

520 Church 








293 Fellowship








  98 Congregation 
  75 Society
    2 Chapel
    2 Parish


    1 Community
